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‘By Thomas Grubisich / 

* /. ' ‘Washington Post Staff Writer 

^ J ohn ::5 WU* V Edmiston^ : a Fairfax ' 
J Cotin ty - attorney: . who. claimed Ms 
p - bookke^^g:* was ■ a* , shambles- partly'^ 
' because prcovert work, he did for the - 
super-secret . National Securitj^^; 
^ Agency, was* disbarred yesterday for 
: fraudulently spending $34,800 of a.. 

• client’s money. . . 

The disbarment was ordered by a 
three-judge Circuit Court panel that was 
, was acting on a complaint by the eth- 
ics panel of the 10th District Commit- 
tee of the Virginia Bar. The complaint 

• accused Edmiston, who maintains an 
office in. Vienna, of violating the disci- 

, .plinary, rule that says a lawyer ^‘shall 
not engage in conduct involving . dis- 
honesty, fraud, deceit or misrepresen- 
tation.”' 

NSA general counsel Roy R. Banner . . 
said ' Edmiston . resigned . from the 
; agency on Sept 29, 1971, more than a 
..year before the period during which 
, ...Edmiston claimed he. assisted in co- 
vert activities of the NSA: Banner said 
; . Edmiston “has not served as an offi- 

V cial representative of NSA since he 

‘ resigned.” ' ^ 

The $34,800 was the amount of a. 

‘ check- that Gulf Reston Inc. gave Ed- 

V miston who in turn was to pay off a 
; construction loan from Equitable 

Trust Co, of Baltimore, according to 
testimony^before the committee. 

. Equitable should have gotten the : 

money in ■ Novembers ’ 1973, the same 
\ month Gulf Reston gave it to him, but ^ 
" Edmiston did not make up the sum 

• untQ Oct 24, 1974, 2% months after 
Gulf Reston first asked him what hap- 


penedto'the money, according to the 
.testimony.' , / . 

The bar corhmittee:"said in its com- 
7 plaint that - Edmiston. i^ed the $34^^-' 
-- check'fbr« personal- e3rpenses.- - 7 -7. . i ? 
: Edmiston said in* testimony.\beft/rft_ 
: the bar committee last . April that he 
spent the money because of his admit- 
^ tedly sloppy bookkeeping in which he . 

. failed to distinguish clients’ money 
.. from his own trust funds. ' . ‘ 

' He testified that he had mistakenly 
assumed that $35,000 in fees from the 
NiSAwas on deposit in one of his 11 \ 
bank accounts. - But he claimed in tes- . 
timony, he then, learned that the NSA ^ 
had, never paid him the money. 

• Because of his bookkeeping system, - 
described ’ by his attorney - as- 
“horrendous and atrocious,” Edmiston 
told the bar committee he mistakenly . 
assumed the money from the Gulf Re- 
ston check .was the NSA money. , < ! 

Edmiston testified that he began to 
-■ unraver the error in October, 1974, . 
and -that month he asked for and re- 
ceived $35,000 from the NSA for back 
services. r.That same, month, he testi- 
fied; he- reimbursed Gulf Reston for : 
$34,800, plus $2,000 in interest. . r . . : 

Edmiston blamed' his bookkeeping' 
problems in part on what he said was 
NSA’s policy of paying him in cash. ;; 
“The (NSA) didn’t keep very good rec-'^^ 

. ords either in a lot of these under-the- 
table accounts,’’ he told the bar coni- 
.mittee. “I mean no one even knows ' 
where they get the money either. I 
certainly didn’tM’m not sure anybody'- 
else does either.” , - 77 

One of : the. key points in the bar .. 
committee’s complaint involved a let- ' 
ter Edmiston wrote to Equitable Trust - 


saying' the $34,800 check he was sup- 
posed to have sent the bank may have- 
been' lost in the mail, r/ o 

" ■ Edmiston t es ti fled Jbef ore the com-^ 
mittee" that the -letfe- was written- on;- 
. Dec. 12, 1973, a month after the settle- 
ment involving Gulf Reston. . 

. The . cornmittee heard' testimony 
. ^from Charles . A. Appel, a document' 
examiner in, Washington, who said : 
comparison tests with other corre- 
spondence showed the letter actually 
was written in October, 1974. 

The committee’s complaint -con- 
cluded the letter was predated inten- 
tionally. 7 
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